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Purpose 

This Supplementary Exhibits Volume accompanies LCJMF’s Deadline 4 submission, “Response to ISH3 (Agenda Item 4 
– Land Use; Agenda Item 6 – Cumulative Effects): clarification of engagement record, ALC evidence and cumulative 
risk”. 

It brings together, in one place, the key documents and technical materials relied upon in that note, including: 

• LCJMF’s internal time-recording spreadsheet evidencing the burden on the farm business; 

• correspondence between LCJMF (and its advisers) and the Applicant / Ardent; 

• contemporaneous Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) evidence; 

• Transmission Entry Capacity (TEC) Register extracts for Bicker Fen 400 kV; and 

• field-level evidence of cumulative soil and drainage effects at Starvalls Field, where the Viking Link corridor is 
now proposed to be crossed again by the Beacon Fen cable route. 

The exhibits are provided to assist the Examining Authority in verifying the factual points made in LCJMF’s Deadline 4 
submission. 

 

Structure 

• Page 2: Supplementary Exhibits Index (table of contents for ExD4.1 to ExD4.13) 

• Pages 3–xx: Exhibits ExD4.1 to ExD4.13 in numerical order 

Each exhibit should begin on a new page and be clearly labelled with its exhibit number and title. 

 

Important 

This volume contains evidence only. All commentary, interpretation and argumentation are set out in LCJMF’s 
Deadline 4 submission. The exhibits should be read alongside the relevant references in that document. 
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ExD4 
Number 

Section Page 

ExD4.1 Internal LCJMF time-recording spreadsheet (redacted) showing minutes spent by LCJMF 
dealing with the project, including “failed attempts at meeting” 

4 - 9 

Exd4.2 
 
Schedule of online meetings between LCJMF and the Applicant / Ardent (31.01.24, 08.09.25, 
31.10.25), including dates, attendees and agenda items 

 

10 

ExD4.3 Email correspondence trail between LCJMF / Mishcon / Brown & Co and Low Carbon / Ardent 
from 19.11.24 onwards, including the voluntary agreement offer dated 18.01.25 

11 

ExD4.4 Letter from Mishcon de Reya to Ardent dated 21 December 2023 setting out seven technical 
and routing questions (point of connection, alternatives, TEC capacity, BESS configuration, 
cumulative impact) 

12 - 13 

ExD4.5 Email response from Ardent dated 23 January 2024 to Mishcon’s 21 December 2023 letter, 
including references to PEIR / ES documents and limiting proposed meeting scope to “land 
access issues” 

14 

ExD4.6 
 
Email from James Turley (Low Carbon) to LCJMF dated 27 November 2021 declining LCJMF’s 
516-acre solar + BESS opportunity on the basis of “proximity to numerous other solar 
schemes (and therefore project risk through cumulative impact)” 

 

15 

ExD4.7 Extract from the Applicant’s Voluntary Negotiation Status Plan (Document 9.12, Ref. 
EN010151-000605) showing LCJMF’s status as “Heads of Terms in discussion – not likely to be 
agreed prior to close of examination” 

16 – 17 

ExD4.8 Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) survey for AGR3 (Soil Environment Services, 03.11.2021) 
showing approximately 200 acres as 96% Grade 3a, with mapping and tabulated results 

18 

ExD4.9a 
 
Plan overlaying national ALC mapping with AGR3’s Agricultural Land Classification of 96% 
Grade 3a – dated 03.11.21 

 

19 

ExD4.9b Plan overlaying national ALC mapping with the LCJMF Hybrid cable route (yellow dashed line) 
showing the Hybrid tracking outside the darkest Grade 1 band compared with the Applicant’s 
chosen Option 1 

20 

ExD4.10 
 
Extracts from the Transmission Entry Capacity (TEC) Register for Bicker Fen 400 kV dated 
26.01.2021, 14.10.2022 and 16.08.2024, illustrating growth in committed solar/BESS 
capacity from c.100 MW to over 2 GW 

 

21 

ExD4.11 NDVI satellite imagery for Starvalls Field (TF 1941 4286) dated 03.10.2023, showing a linear 
zone of reduced crop vigour along the reinstated Viking Link cable corridor 

22 

ExD4.12 
 
Soil structure and texture monitoring report for Far 52 and Starvalls Field (pre- and post-
Viking Link construction), including maps, soil descriptions and assessment of structural 
degradation on reinstated land 

 

23 - 24 

ExD4.13 
 
Photographic record of surface ponding and flooding along the reinstated Viking Link 
corridor in Starvalls Field, illustrating altered drainage and operational constraints on high-
quality agricultural land 

 

25 – 29 

ExD4.14 Diagram showing offset of LWS Mill Drain (267 metres) and LWS Willow Farm Drain (185 
metres to the north) from the LCJM Hybrid route  

30 

ExD4.15 This map overlays Local Wildlife Site (LWS) 4722 (Great Hale Eau) and LWS 726 (South Forty 
Foot Drain) with the Applicant’s proposed CC4 and CC5 compound locations. 

31 – 32 

ExD4.16 Clause 3.19 of the AGR3 lease requiring the Tenant to use reasonable endeavours to position 
cable infrastructure within or alongside Little Hale Drove, so as to enable additional 
infrastructure to be installed by the Landlord in the future. 

33 

ExD4.17 Diagram showing cable route and construction access for 1.19 km along LWS 4722 including 
woodland South of LWS 4722 – Hydrological & Ecological Connectivity, and 0.43 ha AB1 
Nectar Flower Mix and Construction Access Down LWS 4722 
 

34 
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ExD4.18 Order limits east of the South Forty Foot showing landowners [yellow boundary] that would 
be avoided by the LCJMF hybrid corridor offer of going south to Little Hale Fen across LCJMF 
land and east to Bicker Drove and into Bicker substation point of connection. 

35 
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Exhibit ExD4.1 

LCJMF Internal log of time spent on the Low Carbon Beacon Fen project from 08.05.223 to 07.02.25. Yellows rows show 420 minutes of failed attempts at meetings when 
the Option 1 cable route was announced. 
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ExD4.2 

Evidence of only three 30-minute online meetings to discuss the LCJM Aug 2023 offer and the LCJM Hybrid cable 
route south through our farm 

Dates of meetings – 31.10.25, 08.09.25 and 31.01.24 
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ExD4.3 

Evidence of small number of emails received from the applicant and its land agent since the end of 2024.    
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ExD4.4 

Quality of engagement: letter from Mishcon de Reya to Ardent dated 21 December 2023 setting out seven technical 
and routing questions (point of connection, alternatives, TEC capacity, BESS configuration, cumulative impact) 
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ExD4.5 

Email from Ian Cunliffe (Ardent) to Ed Blundy (Brown & Co), sent in response to Mishcon de Reya’s letter of 21 
December 2023 (Ex25). The Applicant does not provide specific or evidence-based answers to the seven queries 
raised, instead referring back to Chapter 3 (“Alternatives and Design Evolution”) of the PEIR and generic consultation 
material. 

Key issues raised by LCJMF — including north–south routing, diversion via Lincolnshire County Council land, the use 
of Little Hale Fen Road, BESS siting, and cumulative impact inconsistencies — were not addressed in a quantified or 
site-specific way. The response relies on standard consultation wording and website links, underlining the absence of 
substantive engagement with LCJMF’s reasonable and technically grounded alternatives during the statutory 
consultation process. 
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ExD4.6 

Document: Applicant’s response email to LCJMF’s November 2021 land offer (516 acres / ~209 ha), located ~2.7 km 
from Bicker Fen Point of Connection. In this email, the Applicant declines to proceed “given the acreage available 
and the proximity to numerous other solar schemes (and therefore project risk through cumulative impact)”. 

Notes: 

• Correspondence reproduced in full. 

• This decision predates BFS removal and TEC escalation (Ex14), establishing the baseline for subsequent 
alternatives analysis. 

• The offer fell within the Applicant’s 10 km site selection radius. 

Source: Email from James Turley (Low Carbon) to LCJMF, 27 November 2021. © LCJ Mountain Farms Ltd 2025. 
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ExD4.7  
 
Extract from the Applicant’s Voluntary Negotiation Status Plan (Document 9.12, Ref. EN010151-000605) showing 
LCJMF’s status as “Heads of Terms in discussion – not likely to be agreed prior to close of examination” 
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ExD4.8 
 
Source: Soil Environment Services (SES), “ALC Grade and Survey Points – Little Hale Fen Solar Farm” (Drawing 1; scale 
1:1000; dated 03/11/2021; SES ref SES/AP/LHF/#V2), prepared for Axis PED. 
Date of survey: 2–3 November 2021. 

 

Copyright: Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2021 (OS copy licence PMR0046161). Reproduced 
for the Beacon Fen examination with permission of Axis PED / Soil Environment Services. 
Note: This exhibit reproduces Drawing 1 from the SES ALC survey report. The full report is held by LCJMF and can be 
submitted to the Examining Authority upon request. 
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ExD4.9a 

Applicant ALC desktop map (APP-054 Appendix 2) with manual AGR3 overlay (Grade 3a) 

 
Source: DWD / Low Carbon ALC map (APP-054 Appendix 2) overlaid by LCJMF to show AGR3 site boundary and field-
surveyed Grade 3a classification. Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2023. 

 

Figure: Extract from Applicant’s Planning Statement (APP-277), Appendix 2 – Site Selection Report, Annex D: 
Assessment Mapping Results (ALC Grades), prepared by DWD for Low Carbon (Beacon Fen Energy Park), with LCJMF 
AGR3 overlay. 
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2025. Agricultural Land Classification datasets © Natural 
England 2025 (Provisional 1:250k; Post-1988 detailed). Licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. Used for 
examination commentary. 
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ExD4.9b 

Applicant ALC desktop map (APP-054 Appendix 2) with manual AGR3 overlay (Grade 3a) and LCJM Hybrid offer 

 
Source: DWD / Low Carbon ALC map (APP-054 Appendix 2) overlaid by LCJMF to show AGR3 site boundary and field-
surveyed Grade 3a classification. Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2023. 

 

 

 

Figure: Extract from Applicant’s Planning Statement (APP-277), Appendix 2 – Site Selection Report, Annex D: 
Assessment Mapping Results (ALC Grades), prepared by DWD for Low Carbon (Beacon Fen Energy Park), with LCJMF 
AGR3 overlay. 
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2025. Agricultural Land Classification datasets © Natural 
England 2025 (Provisional 1:250k; Post-1988 detailed). Licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. Used for 
examination commentary. 
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ExD4.10 

Figure: Extracts from the National Grid ESO Transmission Entry Capacity (TEC) Register for November 2021 and 
August 2024, illustrating the increase in contracted capacity in the Bicker Fen / Viking Link area from approximately 
99 MW to over 2.1 GW. 

Source: National Grid ESO, TEC Register (publicly available). Capacity figures rounded to the nearest MW. 
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ExD4.11 
 
NDVI (03.10.2023) – Starvalls Field cable corridor condition – Field TF 1941 4286  

Description: 
Near-Infrared (NDVI) satellite imagery dated 3 October 2023 depicts persistent vegetation stress and reduced crop 
vigour along the reinstated Viking Link cable corridor within Starvalls Field. The linear feature visible through the 
cropped area corresponds to the trench alignment, illustrating post-construction impacts on soil structure and crop 
performance that have not fully recovered. 

This imagery is included to provide a relevant analogue for the anticipated medium-term impacts of the Beacon Fen 
cable route across high-quality agricultural land, particularly where reinstatement is proposed on intensively 
cultivated Grade 1 and 2 soils. 

Source: 
Commercial NDVI satellite dataset, 3 October 2023. LCJMF overlay © LCJ Mountain Farms Ltd 2025. Used for 
examination commentary. 

 

The Option 1 Low carbon cable route is the white dashed line above. 
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ExD4.12 

Soil structure and texture monitoring report for Far 52 and Starvalls Field (pre- and post-Viking Link construction), 
including maps, soil descriptions and assessment of structural degradation on reinstated land 
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ExD4.13 

Photo set – Starvalls Field flooding on Viking Link corridor (21.10.2023) and control 

Description: 
A series of site photographs taken on 21 October 2023 documents localised flooding along the reinstated Viking Link 
cable corridor in Starvalls Field. The images capture significant standing water and surface flooding at the south end 
and middle of the corridor, contrasted with adjacent control areas that were unaffected by cable works. This 
differential drainage performance illustrates the medium-term impacts of trenching on soil structure and hydrology 
in intensively farmed fenland. The photographic evidence provides a relevant analogue for assessing the likely 
agricultural consequences of the proposed Beacon Fen cable route. 

Source: 
Site photographs taken by LCJ Mountain Farms Ltd, 21 October 2023. © LCJ Mountain Farms Ltd 2023. Used for 
examination commentary. 
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ExD4.14 – Diagram showing spatial characteristics of LWS4489 Mill Drain (267 metres to the south) and LWS4520 Willow Farm Drain (185 metres to the north) of the LCJM 
Hybrid route (yellow dotted line). 
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ExD4.15  

This map overlays Local Wildlife Site (LWS) 4722 (Great Hale Eau) and LWS 726 (South Forty Foot Drain) with the 
Applicant’s proposed CC4 and CC5 compound locations. LWS 4722 was designated in 2016 for its notable freshwater 
and wetland plant assemblages, while LWS 726 corresponds to the South Forty Foot Drain. The CC4 and CC5 
compound footprints lie contiguous to—and in places overlap with—the mapped LWS extents, indicating a risk of 
direct and indirect impacts on designated aquatic and riparian habitats and their associated species. The overlay is 
derived from Greater Lincolnshire Nature Partnership (GLNP) / Lincolnshire Environmental Records Centre (LERC) 
datasets as reproduced in Scarborough Nixon Associates Ltd’s 2017 Ecology and Protected Species Survey for Great 
Hale and Little Hale. 

Source: Scarborough Nixon Associates Ltd, Ecology and Protected Species Survey, Land at Great Hale and Little Hale, 
Lincolnshire (Sept 2017), using GLNP/LERC LWS layers (4722, 726). 
Copyright & attribution: Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2016/2025. LWS data © Greater 
Lincolnshire Nature Partnership / LERC. Used for examination commentary. 
Method & limitations: The overlay is indicative (digitised from 2017 GLNP/LERC outputs) and not a definitive 
boundary; intersection conclusions should be confirmed through GIS using the latest LERC polygons. 
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ExD4.16 

Description: 
Clause 3.19 of the AGR3 lease requires the Tenant to use reasonable endeavours to position cable infrastructure 
within or alongside Little Hale Drove, so as to enable additional infrastructure to be installed by the Landlord in the 
future. The clause provides a contractual mechanism for shared use and future-proofing of cable corridors, including 
through crossing agreements under clause 10.3. 

Source: AGR Solar 3 Ltd lease agreement, clause 3.19. 
Confidentiality: Extract provided for examination commentary. Commercial lease content – not for wider circulation. 
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ExD4.17 

Diagram showing cable route and construction access for 1.19 km along LWS 4722 including woodland South of 
LWS 4722 – Hydrological & Ecological Connectivity, and 0.43 ha AB1 Nectar Flower Mix and Construction Access 
Down LWS 4722 

Description: 
Annotated Google satellite imagery with LCJMF overlays showing the hydrological and ecological connectivity 
between LWS 4722 (Riparian Drain off Great Hale Eau) and the 7.20-acre woodland block immediately to its south, 
which together form a continuous riparian–woodland corridor. The figure overlays: 

• the Applicant’s 400 kV cable corridor and haul road alignment, which run longitudinally along LWS 4722; 

• the location of Construction Compound CC4, including 0.43 ha of AB1 Nectar Flower Mix (G65, TF1941 7485) 
under Mid Tier Countryside Stewardship (Agreement 1458243, 2023–2027); and 

• key drainage lines showing hydrological continuity between LWS 4722 and the adjacent woodland. 

The exhibit illustrates that: 

• the woodland block and LWS 4722 operate as a single, hydrologically linked ecological feature, not isolated 
parcels; 

• the proposed compound and access track directly interface with both the LWS and the AB1 habitat parcel, 
intensifying disturbance within a sensitive corridor; and 

• the Applicant’s design would re-occupy and intensify disturbance along an established stewardship and 
ecological corridor, with no corresponding mitigation presented in the ES. 

Source: 
Google satellite imagery (2025) with LCJMF overlays; Countryside Stewardship Agreement 1458243 parcel data; 
Applicant’s DCO corridor and compound drawings. 
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ExD4.18 Order limits east of the South Forty Foot showing landowners [yellow boundary] that would be avoided by 
the LCJMF hybrid corridor offer of going south to Little Hale Fen across LCJMF land and east to Bicker Drove and into 
Bicker substation point of connection. 

 

Bicker Drove east of the South Forty Foot 

 

 




